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NEWSLETTER
LYTHER NOWODHOW

Hello and welcome to this week's newsletter.

As you will be aware, Mr Sturges has been away from school this week
and will be away again next week too. Mrs Rayner is taking on some of
Mr Sturges's work, so a big thank you to her. In his absence, I have been
asked to write something for the newsletter this week.

With the new-style newsletters, it is lovely to be able to see what the
children have been up to in their classes and on trips. Whenever I visit the
school, I am always so impressed by the work that goes on at Garras –
from all the hard work and preparation that the teaching staff put into
making lessons interesting, to the positive attitudes and enthusiasm the
children show for their various lessons and projects.

I was sorry to hear that Wild Tribe got washed out last week. The
weather was even too wild for Wild Tribe, it appears. Here's hoping that
Welly Wednesday and the Eden Project visit for the Eagle Owls went well
this week. Being in such a beautiful part of the world, it is so important to
be able to experience and learn to appreciate the natural environment in
which we find ourselves. Research shows how good this is for us both
physically and mentally. Hopefully, as we head towards the warmer, lighter
months, there will be further opportunities to explore.

Whilst I am writing, may I also take this opportunity to thank the
Governors at Garras for their time and energy in helping with the
important task of ensuring Garras School remains on track with its
excellent work and care for ALL children, as well as its super engagement
with the local community.

Wishing all of you a relaxing weekend where possible, ready for another
week of great work on Monday!

Matt Brierley
(Acting Chair of Governors)



BARN OWLS
KOWANNOW GWYNN

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We’ve had a busy and exciting week in Barn Owls. 

In maths, our Reception children have been developing their understanding of comparing
quantities, exploring who has ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ using practical resources to support their
thinking. Year 1 have been working hard to consolidate their learning of addition and
subtraction and have also started learning how to count in 2s. It’s been apply these
skills in different ways. 

For Welly Wednesday we linked our science work to the natural world around us. We
learned about evergreen and deciduous trees and investigated a variety of different
leaves, carefully observing their shapes, colours, and textures. Using our findings, the
children created some fantastic leaf men, which are now proudly displayed outside our
classroom for everyone to enjoy!
 
In literacy, we arrived one morning to a mysterious crime scene of half-eaten fruit
spread across our classroom floor! The children have been busy investigating whether
the culprit was the mouse that visited our classroom or a creature from our new story.
At the request of the police, we created wanted posters, using descriptions and clues to
help us track down the mysterious creature. This has sparked lots of excitement,
discussion, and imaginative thinking! 

Our creative skills have also been shining in art as we explored more colour mixing.
Using a range of tools, the children experimented to discover tertiary colours and
enjoyed seeing how different techniques produced different effects. 

FYI…please check your child’s white tote bag on their peg and ensure they have a set of
spare clothes and underwear available, just in case of any mishaps during the day.
While we do have a small supply of emergency spares in school, these are very limited
and, if borrowed, will need to be washed and returned promptly. 

Thank you so much for your understanding. 

We hope you have a lovely weekend! 

Warm wishes, 
The Barn Owls Team 🦉 
  

 
  



HAWK OWLS
Kowannow Sparr Hok

This week in Hawk Owls, we have had a busy and exciting time
filled with hands-on learning and creativity. 

In maths, we took our learning outside! The children put their
recently learned measuring skills into practice by accurately
measuring a range of items around the school, including the astro
turf, the length of the shed, benches, and even each other. Back in
the classroom, we compared our measurements and ordered them
from shortest to longest, reinforcing our understanding in a fun
and practical way. 

In literacy, we completed our unit of work based on Wolves by
Emily Gravett by writing our own information reports about
wolves. The children have shown incredible enthusiasm throughout
this unit, and their excitement for all things wolf-related has been a
joy to see! 

During guided reading, we have been exploring the poem The Sound
Collector. The children thoroughly enjoyed listening to the poem and
using their imaginations to picture the many different sounds
described. 
We have also worked extremely hard on our sewing skills in DT,
using running and cross stitches to decorate applique patches onto
our cushion fabric. We are looking forward to assembling our
cushions next week! 

We are very proud of the children’s engagement and enthusiasm
across all areas of learning this week. 

Please can we kindly remind you that children should not bring toys
from home into school, including fidget toys, unless this has been
pre-arranged with a member of staff. While we understand that
these items can be very appealing, they can sometimes cause
distractions or become misplaced during the school day. We really
appreciate your support in helping us maintain a calm, focused
learning environment for everyone. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued cooperation. 



EAGLE OWLS
Eagle Owls Weekly Update 🦉 

This week, the Eagle Owls had an unforgettable trip to The Eden
Project, where we took part in a series of exciting and
informative workshops all about the rainforest. The children
learned about how to survive in the rainforest as part of an
indigenous tribe with no modern technology, developing a real
appreciation for how people live closely with their environment. 

Working in groups, each child designed their own tribal markings
before completing different survival challenges. One group
focused on food, searching the rainforest biome for items such
as bananas and learning where food can be sourced. Another
group explored shelter, examining trees and materials by
considering the strength of the wood, the texture of the bark, and
suitability for building. A third group investigated health,
identifying natural items that could help keep people well—
learning, for example, how cocoa pods can provide drinking water
and how rainforest communities used natural methods to clean
wounds and ears. 

The children then identified how each item supported survival
needs: food, shelter, or health, linking their discoveries to real-life
rainforest living. We also learned about the layers of the
rainforest and successfully identified each one during our
exploration. 

In addition to the rainforest biome, the class enjoyed exploring
the Mediterranean biome, comparing climates, plants, and living
conditions. 

It was a fascinating, hands-on learning experience that the
children engaged with brilliantly—well done, Eagle Owls! 🦉 
 

Kowannow Er



Book look invite!
We warmly welcome all parents
and carers to join your child/ren in
their classroom on Wednesday,
11th February at 2:45pm. This is a
special opportunity for your child to
share their learning journey so far
and proudly show you their work
and books.
We look forward to seeing you
there!

Garras Notice Board

Please use the Absence Request form for your
child absence. You can find the form on the
school website

or click here!

 

A kind reminder to
not park on the zig-
zag yellow line by the
school area and on
the yellow double
lines by the
roundabout during
school drop off and
pick up hours. 

Bord Argemynnow Garros

An amendment for the football league.
New dates

Monday 16  March 2026 (instead of
24/11/25)

th

School Communications to parents

Arbor
in-app messages and emails used for day to day
communications.

Parent Pay
used for trips consents and payments.

Teachers2parents
available until the 7  July 2026 and used for reminders.th

After that date Crofty is moving to Arbor.

It is important that everyone please signs up to the Arbor app
and Parent Pay website.
Any questions, please contact Mrs V.
Thank you for your patience and support during  our
communication system transition.

We are looking for more parents to read with
the children and to help label our library’s
books.
Please contact Mrs V if you are interested. 
Thank you for your support. 

https://croftymat.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Crofty-Leave-of-Absence-Holiday-Exceptional-Circumstances-request-form.pdf
https://croftymat.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Crofty-Leave-of-Absence-Holiday-Exceptional-Circumstances-request-form.pdf


Research shows 6 things that help children want to read at home:  
• Share – read or listen to audiobooks together  

• Access – having reading materials around them (including audiobooks, ebooks and graphic novels and
comics) 

 • Choice – they pick what excites/interests them most  
• Time – quiet moments help reading happen  

• Help – get ideas from someone who knows what they like  
• Fun – connect reading to other things they enjoy  

These shape and guide everything World Book Day does. 
We are thrilled to announce that Garras Community Primary School will be a book distributor for World
Book Day this year! World Book Day takes place on 5th March, and we are delighted to let you know that

a selection of books will be available to browse and collect from 12th February until 15th March. 
These books are redeemable by any members of the community, so please do encourage friends and

family to come along, explore the selection, and share in the joy of reading. We look forward to welcoming
everyone and celebrating World Book Day together! 

Made possible with support from The Julia Rausing Trust, Arts Council England, National Year of Reading
and World of Books.



CELEBRATION!
J‌o‌i‌n‌ ‌t‌h‌e‌

The 'Virtues Project' 
 

The 'Virtues Project' helps us all to 
develop good character qualities such as 
kindness, honesty and creativity in our 

children. Every two weeks we will focus on a
virtue which is introduced at the start of the
two weeks at Monday's assembly. This time

we have been focusing on “Patience”.
 

During this time, everyone will look to
identify pupils in each class who are

demonstrating this virtue. 
 

The children who have been identified this
time are:

 
Barn Owls: Lily

Hawk Owls: Ellen
Eagle Owls: Sophie

 
www.virtuesineducation.com

Congratulations to:

Cerys

New member of the exclusive 33
club in Maths

Congratulations to:

Sophie

New member of the exclusive 11, 22
and 33 clubs in Maths



REMINDERS INSET DAYS
Mon 23  February 2026rd

Friday 8  May 2026th

Monday 22  June 2026nd

Thursday 23  July 2026rd

ATTENDANCE
Barn Owls 91.23%

Hawk Owls 99.44%

Eagle Owls 97.98%

Whole school 95.17%

Cross Country Dates

KOFHEANSOW

ATTENDYANS PE DAYS

Spring Term PE and Lesson Information 
Barn Owls will have PE on Fridays with Mr
Warren. 
Hawk Owls and Eagle Owls will have PE
twice a week: 
Thursdays with Mr Sturges 
Fridays with Mr Warren 
On Thursday afternoons, Hawk Owls and
Eagle Owls will be taught Computing by
Mrs Rayner. 
Music for Hawk Owls and Eagle Owls will
continue on Fridays with Mr Sturges. 

Please ensure children come to school dressed
appropriately for PE on their class PE days. 



Mon 9  Februaryth KS1 Gym Festival

Tue 10  Februaryth Inclusive festival Halwin School

Wed 11  Februaryth

Barn Owls Welly Wednesday 
Parents Book Look 2.45pm
SATS Club 3.15pm to 4.15pm

Thurs 12  Februaryth Y4 Wild Tribe

From 16  February to 20  Februaryth th Spring Half-term break

Mon 23  Februaryrd INSET DAY - School closed

Tue 24  Februaryth Children back in school
KS2 Cross Country Helston South Site 4pm

Wed 25  Februaryth

Barn Owls Welly Wednesday 
Hawk Owls Eden Project visit
SATS Club 3.15pm to 4.15pm

Thurs 26  Februaryth Barn Owls Eden Project visit

DIARY DATES
DEDHYASOW DHYDHLYVER 






